[bookmark: _GoBack]UNIT 4 ASSIGNMENT WORKSHEET
In the Units 3 and 4 Discussions, you created a thesis statement that offered a solution to a problem in your community or workplace. In this unit’s Assignment, you will revise and evaluate the effectiveness of that thesis using the Toulmin Model. 
Part I: First of all, you will revise the provisional thesis statement that you generated in the previous unit Discussion. Make sure the thesis is concise (1–2 sentences) and includes two parts: a proposal for solving a problem and a reason that solution is needed.   For more on creating effective persuasive thesis statements, review the following Writing Center resources:
· “Give Your Paper Direction: Developing a Strong Thesis Statement” 
· “Writing a Thesis for a Persuasive Essay” 

Write your revised two-part thesis statement here, and be sure to include a claim + reason (the “because” or “since” clause): 
Post-traumatic stress disorder is a disorder that occurs in people who have suffered through a traumatic event and even though has been commonly identified with war veterans, can also occur in people who have suffered sexual abuse, natural disasters, among other several traumatizing situations. This disorder is becoming a major problem to the society especially where the Iraq or Afghanistan war veterans are concerned and research has proven it to be a real illness and is affecting more and more people, however it can be managed if the available treatments are administered hence the both the government and society should put more investment on such treatment programs. 	Comment by J Stallard: This is the actual core of your debate. Look to revise this so your thesis is direct and exact. 

What type of claim does this represent? 
This thesis statement represents a claim of fact or definition	Comment by J Stallard: A claim of fact isn’t a claim we’re working with. When you revisit the claims, is this a claim of proposal? Or cause? 

Part II: Next, describe how you will use the appeals of logos, ethos, and pathos to make your argument more compelling to your audience. You can review the Writing Center resource on the appeals here: “Appeals of Argumentative The Three Writing
The importance of the three appeals in creating a persuasive argument is definitely not debatable. I will use the three appeals to support my claims in this argument for instance; I will use pathos which is an appeal that is used to elicit emotional appeal to my audience. By explaining that post-traumatic stress disorder can affect anyone and not only war veterans as has been the common knowledge will create that emotional reaction due to the fact that my audience will wake up to the reality that no one is safer. I will use logos to create logic to my argument since for any argument to be persuasive; it has to have a good logical reasoning. I will state that information on post traumatic disorder is readily available and accessible comes from no fewer than seven scientific studies published in respected journals and these materials have been reviewed by independent readers.  I will also use ethos by mentioning that various researches have been done and has proven that post-traumatic stress disorder is actually a major problem that is now affecting many people and its effects are still growing. I will also use ethos to give the audience a glimpse of the experiences of those suffering from the disorder.   	Comment by J Stallard: In terms of scope, consider if PTSD as it applies to everyone will be too big for your argument. Remember, too, you need to stay on the debatable side of things. 	Comment by J Stallard: How does that support your argument? 	Comment by J Stallard: How does this encourage ethos? What other factors will be present? 


Part III:  Identify the parts of your argument based on the Toulmin Model. For more on the Toulmin Model, review the following Writing Center resources: 
· Toulmin Model of Argument “Podcast” and “Transcript” 
· “How to Support an Argument and Avoid Logical Fallacies”

Claim:  
Post-traumatic stress disorder is a disorder that occurs in people who have suffered through a traumatic event and even though has been commonly identified with war veterans, can also occur in people who have suffered sexual abuse, natural disasters, among other several traumatizing situations	Comment by J Stallard: Note how this is informative instead of a debatable claim. 

Warrant (assumption): 
Various research curried out have proven that post-traumatic stress disorder affects many people and is becoming a major disorder. 	Comment by J Stallard: Is it already a major disorder? Reconsider. 
Qualifiers: How strongly do you believe in the argument? Would any qualifiers be beneficial? Why or why not? 
I strongly believe in this argument due to the fact that it is supported by relevant researches and studies and there will be no limit to the claim, thus qualifiers would not be necessary.	Comment by J Stallard: Would no qualifiers open you up to logical fallacies? 

Grounds: 
This claim is supported by the evidences and facts that post-traumatic stress disorder is now common in the society and almost everyone can easy identify one or two cases around them. The ground is that research on the disorder has brought enough proof

Backing (for the warrant):
The fact that the disorder is becoming a major problem in the society and most people who develop post-traumatic stress disorder can get better over time, but others may continue to have symptoms over their lifetime that if not addressed can escalate to drastic consequences	Comment by J Stallard: Would this be the actual core of your argument? 


Rebuttals:
A counter argument can arise in the part of the government’s involvement such as one may object to that stating that dealing with post-traumatic stress disorder is best at family and community level.	Comment by J Stallard: Smart. 

Identify at least one logical fallacy to which your argument may be susceptible and how you will avoid that fallacy. For more on logical fallacies, review the Kaplan University Writing Center resource “How to Support an Argument and Avoid Logical Fallacies.”
One logical fallacy that my argument may be susceptible to is the fallacy of appeal to authority. This fallacy is results when we add strength to our arguments by referring to respected sources or authorities and explaining their positions on the issues we’re discussing which my argument can be susceptible to. In my argument I have mentioned reputable sources such as research materials which I have clearly presented their position as supporting my claim. To avoid this fallacy I will have to avoid incorporating the positions of the authorities.  
Another fallacy that my argument might be susceptible to is appeal to pity. This fallacy takes place when on my argument I tried to get my audience to accept a conclusion by making them feel sorry for those who are suffering from the disorder. The best way to avoid this fallacy is by basing my argument on logical reasoning and not sympathy. 






UNIT 4 ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC (50 points)
	Unit 4 Assignment Rubric (50 points)
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Content
	45
	 

	 
Part I (10 points) 
●     Includes a persuasive thesis statement with a claim + reason
●     Identifies the type of claim
Part II (15 points) 
         Describes how the appeals of logos, ethos, and pathos will be used
Part III (20 points) 
         Identifies the parts of the argument based on the Toulmin Model (claim, warrant, assumption, qualifiers, grounds, rebuttals)
         Describes how to overcome at least one logical fallacy
	7/11/15=33

	Style and mechanics
	5
	 5

	 
●     The style is appropriate to the assignment, and sentences are engaging to read as well as clear, concise, and precise.
●     Project is free of serious errors; grammar, punctuation, and spelling help to clarify the meaning by following accepted conventions of Standard American English.
	Comments: 

	Grade Total:
	 38     / 50

	Plagiarism is a violation of Kaplan’s Academic Integrity Policy. Assignments that are plagiarized will receive a “0.”



